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possess the faculty of pleasure; the origin of evil In-
dicates that good can be developed. For these things
are correlatives. Thus where there is much suffering,
there will be much bliss, if you but open your eyes to
find it. Just as a man who has fallen into a heap of
filth ought to seek the great pond of water covered
with lotuses, which is near by: even so seek thou for
the great deathless lake of Nirvana to wash off the de-
filement of sin. If the lake is not sought, it is not the
fault of the lake ; even so when there is a blessed road
leading the man held fast by sin to the salvation of
Nirvana, if the road is not walked upon it is not the
fault of the road, but of the person. And when a man
who is oppressed with sickness, there being a physician
who can heal him, does not avail himself of the physi-
cian's help, that is not the fault of the physician : even
so when a man oppressed by the malady of evil-doing
does not seek the spiritual guide of enlightenment, that
is no fault of,the sin-destroying guide.7'                     7

The prince listened to the noble words of his visi-
tor and said: "You bring good tidings, for now I
know that my purpose will be accomplished. My
father advises me to enjoy life and to undertake worldly
duties, such as will bring honor to me and my house.
He tells me that I am too young still, that my pulse
beats too full to lead a religious life."                        8

The venerable figure shook his head and replied :
"You ought to know that for seeking true religion
there Is never a time that can be Inopportune."         9

A thrill of joy passed through Siddhartha's heart,
"Now is the time to seek religion," he said, "now Is
the time to sever all ties that would prevent me from
attaining perfect enlightenment; now is the time to